
   By Tommy Kortman & Joe Volz

Last month’s theme was “In the Beginning.” 
It was for the first or earliest in a series of the 
prototypes. To that end, Modeler extraor-
dinaire, Joe Volz, brought out a wonderful 

Douglas SBD-1 Dauntless. Once again, I’m going to let the 
builder tell you about his creation. Take it away Joe:

 The Douglas SBD Dauntless was a naval scout 
plane and dive bomber manufactured by Douglas Air-
craft from 1940 through 1944. The SBD (“Scout Bomber 
Douglas”) was the U.S. Navy’s main carrier-borne scout 
plane and dive bomber from mid-1940 through mid-1944. 
The SBD was also flown by the U.S. Marine Corps, both 

from land air bases and off aircraft carriers. The SBD is 
best remembered as the bomber that delivered the fatal 
blows to the Japa-
nese carriers at the 
Battle of Midway in 
June 1942.
  During the 

time of its combat 
service the SBD 
was an excellent 
naval scout plane 
and arguably the 
world’s best dive bomber. It possessed long range, good 
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hello Fellow Styrene Junkies!

Well the January meeting is over and we had a great turnout. The 
contest table was full with 17 entries. Tommy said that was the most 

since asain was the theme. Congrats to Joe Volz for his well deserved win. 
We had a good discussion about the clubs monthly raffle.  Joe vat 

explained that the club has purchased $10.00 gift cards from AAA hobbies 
and a on line hobby shop to use in the raffles. 
please keep your tickets till the end of the raffle because this will be the 

last itemed to be raffled off to give everyone a chance to win it.
last call for Cub Shirts. This is the last time I will be taking orders and 

money for DVSM club shirts
• Price: $20.00 w/o pocket, $22.00 with pocket
if you have ordered a shirt and have not paid please see me at the 

meeting.
The annual Big Sit will be held on Saturday February 23rd. All DVSM 

members are invited to join us at Mainline hobbies for a day of socializing and 
bench racing. Please bring models to display.
That’s all for now.

now heres Tommy!!!!!!!!! 

Well thanks again for that oh so short column, Bob. you’re lucky that 
we have 2 Winner’s Circle pieces this month to fill the void. 

That’s right fellow exemplar aedificantes, (it’s Latin: look it up) this month 
we have 2 models to tell you about. First up we have the slightly delayed story 
about Mr. keith Jones’ wonderful Zombie Slayer from the December meeting. 
(rumor is that the trophy my actually be finished for Friday.) And…not to be 
out done, or is it under done? Anyway, also in this month’s tome we have Joe 
Volz amazing SBD-1 Dauntless. 
This month’s theme is “Winter Wooleys” (or is it Woolys, or Woolies?). 

Anyway, this month’s theme is for cold stuff. SUV’s and 4x4’s for the car 
dudes, (If anyone has a snow plow, that’ll work too) Ski planes for the stick 
and rudder boys, Winter cammo schemes for the tread heads. For the squids 
out there this theme would be for ice breakers or any ships that served in 
the North Atlantic or the Aleutians during WWII. And finally for the figure 
painters as well as the Sci-fi fantasy guys: anything with a winter theme. So if 
you have an abominable snow man at home, bring it out.
also this month we will be kicking off our year long weathering series in 

earnest. First up on the agenda is…Iron Oxide, or for those of you who don’t 
habla…rUST. I will be bringing a few different products, I will have a couple 
of finished examples to show, and I hope to be able to show a technique or 2 as 
well.
looks like that’s it for this month, remember to check out the Winner’s 

Circle column for more on keith’s and Joe’s models.
*ps: It means model builders. (at least that’s what my on-line translator told 

me)  n

  Presidents’ Corner by Bob Doebley & Tommy Kortman

Monthly 
Theme 
Contests
Every month we will have an open 
contest for the monthly themes. 
Members will vote for the best Theme 
model of the month.  A personalized 
award plaque will be made by Mike 
Napoleon and presented at the 
following meeting.

January Winner: Joe Volz

“In The Beginning”

FeBruary

“Winter Woolies”

MarCh

“Alternative Power”

april

“Heavyweights”

May

“Service With a Smile”

June

Gold, Silver & Bronze Contest

July

“Groovy- That 60’s show”

auguST

“Life’s a Beach”

SepTeMBer

“Pushing the Envelope”

oCToBer: 

“Black Out”

noVeMBer:     

“Adversaries” All entries     
must have 2 models!

DeCeMBer

Favorite Five contest



Bf-109G-4, 1/72, by Paul Tomczak

B-47B Stratojet, 1/144, by Mike Turco

Budweiser NASCAR T-bird (in-prog.), 1/25, Jason Rothgeb

Polikarpov I-16 “Rata,” 1/32, by Paul Kopczynski

1960 Chevrolet Corvair, 1/25, Rod Rakos

Mitsubishi A7M Reppu, 1/72, Bob Cicconi

January Display Highlights Photos by Tommy Kortman



1957 Ford Custom Tudor (in-prog), 1/25, by Nick Sandone

Cadillac Escalade Zombie Killer, 1/25, by Joe Leonetti

1948 Ford convertible custom, 1/25, by Keith Jones

Panzer I, 1/35, by Dennis Levy

Bell Airacomet, 1/48, by Charlie Lockard

Wright Flyer, 1/48, by David Anderson

January Display Highlights Photos by Tommy Kortman



“Bring out your dead. 
Bring out your dead.” One 
of this months featured 

models is keith Jones’ wonderful Zombie 
killer contest winning Stanley Steamer. 
keith did a fantastic job on this build 
and really thought outside the box on 
this one. And since I can’t do a finer job 
than keith telling you about his cre-
ation, without further ado, here’s keith:

 When i picked up an Aurora 1/16th 
scale 1906 Stanley Steamer kit in 2011, 
I fully intended to build a stock replica. 
After filling the numerous sink marks, 
dealing with plastic that was so brittle 
that removing parts from the sprue 
resulting in breaks, and realizing that 
the kit would require considerable work 
to do a replica stock, it joined the pile of 
when-I-get-around-to-it models. When 
DVSM announced the zombie killer con-
test for December 2012, coupled with a 
new-found interest in steampunk, I had 
one of those eureka moments. Instead 
of trying to build a stock version of the 
kit, I would build a steampunk version 
– since it was a steam-powered vehicle, 
it seemed to be a natural. I also didn’t 
want to randomly glue gears on it and 
call it steampunk, so when I was plan-
ning it there had to be a reasonable pos-
sibility for the gizmos I put on it. I knew 
it had to have a plausible period weapon 
(other than a M1894 krag) and it would 
need to have an Edwardian-era version 

of a cell phone.
The Two-Way radio (aka cell-

phone): The first component I com-
pleted was the radio. The main body is a 
toolbox from Aurora’s 1/16th scale Stutz. 
The large megaphone is from the AMT 
dragstrip accessories, the small mouth-
piece is an exhaust tip from an AMT ’61 
Valiant. Brass wire & screen, jewelry 
pieces, wire, photo-reduced gauges, and 
Vectorcut handles make up the rest of 
the components. The dynamo is a scale 
railroad piece with watch gears.
 The leidy-Tesla electric gun: 

I was stumped for what would be the 
main weapon. Since Nikola Tesla was 
the proverbial mad scientist/engineer, I 
decided to create an electric gun, based 
on the principles of the Tesla coil. The 
gun consists of over 70 pieces, including 
parts from the AMT dragstrip acces-
sories parts pack, hO scale detail parts, 
the Lindberg 1/8 scale Exterminator 
dragster, an Aurora hO slot car, Ozark 
G-scale logging parts, Micromark rivet 
decals, Vectorcut O gauge gears, Ever-
green square tubing & sheet styrene, 
brass and aluminum rod and tubing, 
brass screws, nuts, bolts & washers, 
and jewelry and beading pieces. Paint 
on the main body of the gun is Tamiya 
Smoke over rustoleum American Ac-
cents Burnished Copper, the support 
post is Tamiya Semi-Gloss Black. The 
power supply is a battery from rev-
ell’s Cadillac low rider with hO scale 

lightbulbs as tubes and a photo reduced 
ammeter.
The Stanley Steamer: In contrast 

to the radio and gun, assembly of the 
actual vehicle was about as much fun 
as a prostate exam by a doctor with fat 
fingers. In addition to the before men-
tioned problems, there were no solid 
mounting points for the axle and spring 
assemblies; after 4 attempts, plenty of 
epoxy, and much cursing, I did manage 
to get the car up on all four wheels. Mi-
cromark rivet decals were applied to the 
body and it was painted with burnished 
copper spray paint. The plastic axel 
trusses were replaced with brass rod, as 
was the steering column. The rear seat 
was cut down and mounted facing the 
rear on a scratch built platform. After 
the headlight mounting bracket broke, 
I glued the headlight to the fender and 
secured it with model ship chain.
Miscellaneous: Mahogany-stained 

basswood strips replaced the plastic in 
the rear of the vehicle.The tarps were 
made from heavy duty aluminum foil 
wrapped with tissue soaked in white 
glue and painted Tamiya khaki; buckles 
are from replicas & Miniatures. The 
handles for the dashboard are hO scale 
brake wheels The gears on the wheels 
are Vectorcut items secured with brass 
hex nuts. The sign was created in Word 
and printed on Testor’s white decal 
paper. The picture is of one of Philadel-
phia’s greatest scientists, Joseph Leidy. 
(yes, there was a Professor Leidy, his 
work spanned the areas of paleontology 
to forensic science, but he never killed a 
zombie.) The front and rear spears are 
cocktail picks; the rear gate if from a 
1/35th scale military structure. The ve-
hicle was weathered with a mixture of 
1 part Polly Scale Grimy Black/ 7 parts 
70% alcohol /8 parts water.
i enjoyed putting this thing together; 

working with media other than plastic 
was challenging, but fun. Thanks for 
the votes!

 Well there you have it. A little too 
much information there toward the 
end,(and a mental picture I didn’t need) 
but an amazing model nonetheless. 
Congratulations once again keith. n

  Steam punk Zombie Killer:

1906 Stanley Steamer
  by Keith Jones 

PhOTOS By TOMMy kOrTMAN



2013 Theme Contest point Standings to Date

Monthly points are awarded as such: Each person who enters a model into the theme receives 1 pt. 1st place = 4+1, 2nd = 3+1, 3rd = 2+1

 Jan.  Feb.  Mar. April  May July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. Totals
Volz, Joe 5          5
Turco, Mike 4          4
rakos, rod 3          3
Ursino, Lou 3          3
Anderson, Dave 2          2
Tomczak, Paul 1          1
kopczynski, Paul 1          1
Levy, Dennis 1          1
hogg, Greg 1          1
Sandone, Nick 1          1
Lockard, Charlie 1          1
Cicconi, Bob 1          1
Goschke, John 1          1
Senner, Don 1          1
rifkin, howard 1          1
Marciante, Steve 1          1

handling characteristics, maneuverability, potent bomb 
load capacity, great diving characteristics, defensive arma-
ment and ruggedness. In most of these characteristics the 
SBD was superior to the German Junkers Ju 87, the Japa-
nese Aichi D3A “Val”, and any dive bomber possessed by 
the royal Air Force, the Soviet Air Force, or the purpose-
built designs for the U.S. Army Air Forces, which used the 
SBD without an arrestor hook as the A-24 Banshee.
  My SBD-1 Dauntless build was done using the 

1/48 scale Accurate Miniatures kit. It represents a United 
States Marine Corps aircraft, prior to the start of World 
War II, when the colorful “yellow wings” paint scheme was 
commonly seen. Each three-plane section in a squadron 
had unique colors applied to the wing chevrons, engine 
cowling, and fuselage bands. The model represents the 
leader’s aircraft from the first section.
  The build was very straightforward, and right 

from the box. I did deviate from the Accurate Miniatures 
instructions as to the interior color. AM stated that it was 
natural aluminum, but through research I was able to 
determine it to actually be a dull yellow-green. This was 

based on old color photographs of early Dauntlesses, as 
well as the actual paint on the sole surviving SBD-1.
  i used alclad Duraluminum to represent the alu-

minum lacquer paint on the fuselage, which is not unfin-
ished metal. The remainder of the paints were a combina-
tion of Polly Scale and Tamiya. Weathering was kept very 
light, as these pre-war aircraft were well maintained. 
The antenna wire was fabricated from 8x fly-fishing tip-
pet material. I installed only the 100 pound bombs, and 
painted them in dummy/inert blue. Due to pre-war budget 
constraints, it was uncommon to see the Dauntless carry 
the 500 pound bomb, even in the practice version.

Joe, you did an amazing job. It was a well deserved 
win. Congratulations! 
So, that’s it from the Winner’s Circle. Tune in next 

month to see which Winter Wooly takes the top prize. n

Winner’s Circle:           
     Douglas SBD-1 Dauntless by Joe Volz Continued from page 1

• ( Above) The eighth production SBD-1 prior to 
delivery to the U.S. Marines’ VMB-1 at Quantico Naval 
Air Station.



Support the
local hobby Shops
ThaT SupporT our CluB

Main line hoBBieS
Plymouth Meeting Mall, Plymouth Meeting, PA
• Tel 610-834-1600
• 20% discount to DVSM members
• www.mainlinehobbies.com
• email: les@mainline hobbies.com
• Mon., Wed.-Sat.: 10 am - 9 pm  Sun.: 11am - 6pm
   Closed Tuesday
• Sat.: 10 am - 5 pm • Sun.: 12 pm - 4 pm

BnB hoBBy & Train DepoT
10 West Camden Ave., Moorestown, NJ 08057
• Ph: 856-235-9055 •Fax: 856-235-9255
Offers 15% discount to DVSM members
email: bnbhobby@msn.com
• Tue. -Wed.: 6-9 pm • Thu.-Fri.: 12-9 pm
•Sat.: 11 am-7 pm •Sun. 11 am-3 pm
•Trains, Models, Crafts, R ockets R.C., Puzzles, Paints

neW ConCepT iii
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
676 Stokes Road, Medford, NJ 08055
•609-953-0404
•Open 7 days a Week, •M-F 11-8, Sat 10-6, Sun noon-4
•Have thousands of kits dating back to the 1970’s

D & K hoBBieS
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
116 Barclay Shopping Center, (Route 70 West), Cherry 
Hill, NJ 08034.  
• (856) 795-9005 • www.dkhobbys.com
• RC, Model Kits, Trains, Crafts, Collectibles and more
• Mon.-Fri 11 am - 8:pm • Sat., 10 am - 5 pm • Sun, Noon - 
4 pm. • Closed Wednesday

hoBByMaSTerS, inC.
“New Jersey’s Most Complete Hobby Center”
62 White Street, Red Bank, New Jersey 07701
• Phone: 1-732-842-6020  • Fax: 1-732-747-3752
• Mon. - Thurs: 10:00 am to 6:00 pm • Friday, 10:00 am to 
8:00 pm • Saturday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm • Sunday, 12:00 
Noon to 5:00 pm
• Offers 10% discount to club members. (Show your club card)
Web: www.hobbymasters.com

Z & Z hoBBieS, inC.
101 Sloan Avenue, Mercerville, New Jersey 08619
• Phone: (609) 586-2282 • Web: www. hobbiesnow.com
• Mon., Tues., Thurs.; 10 am to 6 pm
• Wed. & Fri.; 10:00 am to 7:00 pm•  Sat.; 10 am to 5 pm
• Sun.; Noon to 4 pm.
10% discount to club members. (show your club card).

Join IPMS/USA 
Why? The International Plastic Modelers’ Society/USA, of 
which Delaware Valley Scale Modelers is a chapter, finances 
the insurance required for our monthly meetings and for model 
contests around the country, and offers a make and take pro-
gram for young modelers. Encourage the enjoyment of model-
ing in all its forms: aircraft, armor, cars, ships, fantasy, figures, 
military or civilian, beginner or advanced, join IPMS/USA! “By 
Modelers, For Modelers”

What do i give? Adult, 1 year: $25. Adult, 2 years: $49. 
Adult, 3 years: $73. Junior (under 18 years), $12. Family, 1 
year: $30 (adult + $5).

What do i get? A membership card with your IPMS number 
that entitles you to enter the IPMS/USA National Contest, plus 
the magazine, IPMS/USA Journal, six issues per year, featuring 
great models and building techniques, kit and book reviews, and 
activities, plus access to members-only content on ipmusa.org.

how? Clip and mail the coupon in the DVSM Newsletter or the 
IPMS/USA brochure, see our IPMS contact, Joe Vattilana, at the 
next DVSM meeting, or join online at ipmsusa.org. n


